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Progress Marked by the Boston Meeting 


By THE Reverenp Howarp A. BripGEMAN 
(From an Editorial in The Congregationalist) 


HE Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America. is 
consolidating its forces, finding an 

enlarged sphere of operations, and assum- 
ing an importance paramount to that of 
every other association of American Prot- 
estants. The Boston meeting just held 
marked the beginning of a new era. At 
the same time, the Council is just as im- 
potent to do anything without the consent 
and approval of its thirty constituent 
bodies as it ever has been. * * * 


With real statesmanship, the Federal 
Council through its leaders undertook 
months ago not in its own behalf selfishly 
to profit by the existing situation, but sur- 
veying it impartially and thoroughly to 
ask what under the circumstances can the 
Council, as the accredited agent of Amer- 
ican Protestantism, do to conserve all the 
gains of recent years, and to help block 
out a path of progress in which the 
churches could walk safely. 


The Council, through a representative 
committee headed by Dr. Robert E. 
Speer, brought into the Boston meeting 
a report which became at once the object 
of earnest consideration. Charged with a 
difficult task which involved both tech- 
nical readjustments and _ constitutional 
amendments as well as the projecting in 
bold lines of a larger sphere of action for 
the Council, the Committee succeeded 
without multiplying words in mapping 
out a program and a relationship to other 
bodies which ought to serve the needs and 
demands of the next few years. (The fe- 
port of the Committee on Co-operation is 
published on page 6 of this number of the 
BULLETIN.) 


A recommendation, cordially agreed to 
by the Council, was that the thirty denom- 
inations raise $300,000 yearly for the 
Council through assumption of their share 
as a legitimate and regular item in their 


respective denominational budgets. Last 
year the Council spent about $250,000. Of 
that sum only about twelve thousand dol- 
lars was appropriated directly from the 
treasuries of the denominations. The rest 
came through private solicitation. But if 
the Council has worth and is to have dig- 
nity, its officials should be relieved of per- 
sonal solicitation from individuals. If the 
Council is worth anything to American 
Protestantism, its support should be ac- 
cepted as a legitimate fixed charge. If 
the Council can function as the one central 
unifying and impelling Protestant instru- 
mentality, $800,000 a year is not a 
great sum for nineteen million evangelical 
Christians to supply. 


In electing Dr. Robert E. Speer to the 
presidency for the next four years, the 
Council established a very high standard. 
His character and abilities mark him as 
the man for the hour. An experienced 
administrator, a scholar, a world traveler, 
he stands pre-eminently for the personal 
spiritual life. His aid will be powerful in 
keeping the Council from becoming a ma- 
chine, and in making it a spiritual power- 
house. ‘The proposed enlargement of the 
secretariat is another step that will add to 
the prestige and influence of the Council. 
Yet it should never be forgotten that both 
in fact and in the thought of its present 
executives, the voluntary service of capa- 
ble men is one of the greatest assets the 
Council can have. That such men as Prof. 
William Adams Brown, Dr. James I. 
Vance, Dr. Frank Mason North, Dr. Al- 
bert G. Lawson, Fred B. Smith, and Rob- 
ert Speer are willing without compensa- . 
tion to spend long hours in the patient 
work of the committee room is reassur- 
ing. When such men as this think the ob- 
ject in view is worth their voluntary ex- 
penditure of time and thought, the rest of 
us should try to see and grasp the idea at 
stakes 45 
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the Churches 


From the Boston Quadrennial Meeting 


To all who love and would follow our Lord 
Jesus Christ: 


In the midst of world-wide unrest and uncer- 
tainty, we, the members of the Fourth Quadren- 
nial Meeting of the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America, face the future 
with confidence and hope. Wherever we look, 
in our own country or in foreign lands, we find 
tasks which challenge and opportunities which 
inspire. The time calls the churches to resolute 
and united advance. 


There is a message of faith and hope and 
brotherhood which must be brought to a 
despondent and disheartened world. 

There are starving peoples to be fed. In 
China, in the Near East, in the countries 
lately devastated by war, men, women and 

little children are crying to us for help. 

In our own country there are wrongs to 
be righted and injustices to be removed in 
order that there may be a more abundant 
life for all. 

Millions are struggling for better eco- 


nomic and industrial conditions which will - 


enable them to realize their full personality 
as sons of the Most High God. These de- 
sires we must help them to fulfill. 

There are problems involved in the rela- 
tion of the races in our own country and in 
other lands which can only be met by the 
methods of co-operation and conference 
which befit the children of a common 
Father. 

There is a reconciling word to be spoken 
to the peoples with whom we have lately 
been at war and with whom we hope soon 
to be associated in the constructive tasks 
of peace. 

Perplexing questions are at issue be- 
tween our own country and our neighbors 
in Mexico and in Japan that need for 
their solution the spirit of mutual under- 


standing and sympathy which Christianity 
inspires. 

There are aspirations after interna- 
tional justice and good-will which must be 
realized in an association of the nations 
for mutual helpfulness and world service. 

There is a world-wide ministry to be ren- 
dered to men of every nation and every 
race—a unity of the spirit to be achieved 
which shall make possible all the lesser 
unities that we seek. 


To these tasks we would consecrate ourselves 
anew, to this ministry we would invite men of 
good-will everywhere. 

We are not blind to the difficulties which con- 
front us. The mood of high resolve in which 
less than four short years ago we entered the 
war, the thrill of relief with which at the news 
of the armistice we welcomed the coming of 
peace have alike given place to a more sober and 
chastened spirit. Everywhere we find men con- 
scious of aspirations still unfulfilled, longing 
for-freedom, for comradeship, for the chance 
to be their own best selves without injur- 
ing or slighting their fellowmen, seeking 
for some solvent of the social evils of our time 
which science and statesmanship alike seem im- 
potent to give. In church as in state we have 
seen great hopes, confidently entertained, fail 
of fruition because of the inadequacy of men. 
We realize as we have not realized before how 
stupendous are our tasks, how mighty the forces 
with which we must contend. But great as are 
the difficulties which confront us, our grounds 
for confidence are greater still. 


Tuer MessacEe ror THE TimEs 


For it is as messengers of good news that we 
are met—witnesses to the eternal God who has 
revealed Himself to us in righteousness and 
love in our Lord Jesus Christ, and who sum- 
mons men and women everywhere to allegiance 
to His cause and membership in His Kingdom. 
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With all the conviction at our command we 
would proclaim our faith that in the Gospel of 
Christ God has given us a message and a pro- 
gram adequate to the world’s colossal need. 
The very darkness and despair of our time, the 
hopelessness of the substitutes by which it is 
proposed to replace the Gospel, confirm our 
assurance of men’s need of Christ, and reinforce 
our appeal for whole-hearted enlistment in His 
service. 

What, then, has God been teaching us in these 
years of testing concerning His will for men? 
This first, that there can be no substitute for 
personal religion. We must begin where our 
Master began with His message to the individ- 
ual—*Repent, believe, follow.” 

First of all, then, we would set our own hearts 
right with God. Unless our 
motives be single, and our 
surrender unreserved, God 
Himself cannot do through 
us what He desires. In all 
humility, therefore, we would 
confess before Him our sins, 
praying Him to purge us of 
our pride and _ self-compla- 
cency and by His Spirit to 
create in us that mind of 
Christ which shall fit us to 
minister in His name to a 
world in need. 

Next we would thank God 
for the new demonstration 
which the war has brought of 
the unshakable foundation 
upon which our faith is laid; 
for the clear revelation of the 
central place which religion holds in the life of 
men; for the confirmation of Christ’s teaching 
concerning the unity of mankind and our mem- 
bership in one another ; for the sharpening of the 
contrast between the way of self and the way 
of the cross; for the extent to which already in 
our standards, both personal and social, we 
judge success or failure by the ideals of Christ. 
With special gratitude would we recognize the 
increasing experience of co-operation amoung 
the churches which the war has brought, our 
growing confidence in one another, our resolute 
purpose, God helping us, to carry to comple- 
tion the work which in His name we have begun. 


Tue Curistian Task 
What is this work to which our Master sum- 


mons us? It is to help men everywhere to real- 
ize the kind of life that befits free personalities 


THE COMMITTEE ON 
MESSAGE 


Pror, WILLIAM ADAMS Brown, 


Miss MABEL CRATTY 

Mrs. FRED 8. BENNETT 

Pres. HENRY CHURCHILL KING 
BisHop FRANCIS J. MCCONNELL 


Rey. FRANK MASON NortTH: 
REv. JAMES I. VANCE 

PRES. W. H. P. FAUNCE 

Rev. PETER AINSLIE 

Very REV. Henry B. WASHBURN 
Rey. PLato T. DURHAM 

Dr. JOHN R. Morr 

Bisuop G. W. CLINTON 


who accept the standards of Jesus Christ. We 
must show men not by word only, but by deed, 
what Christian discipleship means for men liv-. 
ing in such a world and facing such conditions 
as confront us today—what it means for the 
family, what it means for industry, what it 
means for the relation of race to race and of 
nation to nation. 

We must show them what it means for the 
family. In the home God has given us in mini- 
ature a picture of what He means His world to 
be—a society in which the welfare of each is the 
concern of all and he is greatest who serves 
most. 'The home is the nursery of religion and 
where family life is neglected, the family altar 
forgotten, the sanctity of marriage questioned, 
the opportunity lost which the Lord’s day 
affords for rest, fellowship 
and spiritual nurture, and 
pleasure substituted for duty - 
as the law of life, there can 
be small hope of producing 
men and women who will be 
Christian in their business 
and their civic life. 


Chairman 


Tur Mranine or DiscreuE- 
SHIP 


We must show men what 
Christian discipleship means 
for industry. Whether it be 
manufacturing or commerce, 
farming or finance, all forms 
of business are primarily con- 
cerned with human personali- 
ties, in which Christ’s church 
has a rightful interest, and need for their true 
success the mutual confidence and helpfulness 
His Spirit inspires. We have recognized this 
in principle in the “Social Creed of the 
Churches.” The time has come to prove our 
faith by our works. -We must make human wel- 
fare our test of business success and judge the 
machinery of industry by what it does for those 
who use it. We must grant to those who labor 
the same freedom of association and representa- 
tion which those who own capital claim for 
themselves and require of both alike that they 
use this right of association, freely granted, for 
the interest of all those whose welfare is de- 
pendent upon the products of their work. 

We must show what discipleship means for 
the relation between men of different races. 
Deeper than all differences of color is our kin- 
ship of spirit in the family of God. This kin- 
ship requires mutual respect and the free ex- 


» 


‘come, 


ciety. 
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pression of the aspirations of personality, and 
should lead to the persistent endeavor on the 
part of all to secure justice and fair dealing 
in all human relationships and to safeguard 
the rights of all peoples to their share in our 
common heritage of Christian democracy. 


CuRrisTIAN INTERNATIONALISM 


We must show what: discipleship means for 
our international relations. With all the power 
we can command we must protest against the 
claim that the nation is exempt from the obliga- 
tion of the moral law which controls the life of 
the individual. We bear our witness that God 
requires of the nation as. of the individual to 
do justly and to love mercy, and that the nation 


‘which violates that law in 


its dealings with other na- 
tions He will hold to ac- 
count. Of the nation as of 
the individual it is true 
that the way of love and 
trust is the way of salva- 
tion, and that he_ that 
would be greatest . must 
be servant of all. We wel- 
therefore, the de- 
velopment of a League of 
Nations which shall be in 
truth an association of free 
peoples for the achieving of , 
world peace, for mutual dis- 
armament, and for con- 
structive service, and we 
call upon our own nation 
to join with other na- 
tions in moving along this 
new pathway of hope. 

Above all, we must show what Christian dis- 
cipleship means for the individual human life. 
Home and business and nation and race will be 
what the men and women who compose them 
make them. Most important, therefore, of all 
the responsibilities that rest upon the church 
today is it to educate men and women and chil- 
dren in the meaning of the Gospel and its con- 
sequences for the life of the individual and so- 
Through our churches and Sunday 
schools in our schools and colleges, by the 
printed and the spoken word, by all the ave- 
nues through which mind touches mind, we must 
bring our Christian message home with con- 
vincing power. 


Nort Seur, But SERVICE 


But that our’ witnesses may be effective, our 
conduct must match our profession. A self- 


REV. WILLIAM ADAMS BROWN 
Chairman of Committee on Message 


centered church cannot rebuke the selfishness 
of business. A self-complacent church is help- 
less before the arrogance of race. A church 
which is itself the scene of competition and 
strife is impotent in face of the rivalries of the 
nations. When men see Christians forgetting 
their differences in common service, then and 
not till then will they believe in Christ’s power 
to break down the barriers between classes and 
between races. 

We welcome, therefore, the voice that comes 
to us across the sea from our fellow Christians 
in Lambeth, joining with us in calling the 
churches to more complete unity. We recipro- 
cate the spirit of their most Christian utterance. 
We believe with them that we are already one 

in Christ and are persuaded 
that the way to manifest the 
spiritual unity which we 
now possess, and to make 
possible its increase in ever 
enlarging measure, is for all 
those who love our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ to join 
in discharging the common 
duties whose obligation all 
alike recognize. 

In this hour fraught with 

.the possibilitiés of healing 
or of disaster, one thing. 
only can save the nations 
and that is a will to united 
service, born of faith in the 
triumph of the good. To 
this faith we summon all 
men in the name of Him 
who died that we might 
live and who’ is able by 
His spirit to bring out of the failure and dis- 
appointment of the present a far more abundant 
and satisfying life. In this faith we would re- 
dedicate ourselves to the service of the living 
God, whose Kingdom is righteousness and peace 
and joy. 


To Discuss California-Japanese Question 


On Tuesday evening, January 11, at the 
Broadway Tabernacle will be held a public 
meeting to consider ‘““The Problem of the Japan- 
ese and the Chinese in California” under the 
auspices of the World Alliance, the Commission 
on Relations with the Orient and other bodies. 
Henry W. Taft will preside and Paul B. Water- 
house, Geo. L. Cady and the Rev. Sidney L. 
Gulick will speak. 
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Boston Meeting Adopts Forward Program 


ROM a constitutional standpoint, the 
fourth quadrennial meeting of the Federal 
Council made memorable history in the 

adoption of the seven points recommended by 
the Committee on Methods of Co-operation. 
The action was taken after much discussion and 
a thorough understanding on the part of the 
representatives of the Churches that they were 
ready for this significant advance step. 


The Committee’s recommendations, as unan- 
imously adopted by the Council are: _ 


1. The Council be- 
lieves that the time has 
come for fuller action 
on its part in the ful- 
fillment of the purpose 
of its, establishment “for 
the prosecution of work 
that can be better done 
in union than in separa- 


PETER AINSLIE 


The Committee on Methods 
of Co-operation 


The twenty-four men who served with Chair- 
man Robert E. Speer on the Committee whose 
notable report is here presented are: 


ALFRED. WILLIAMS ANTHONY 


4. The Council authorizes such a conference 
with the inter-board agencies as has been sug- 
gested, for the purposes specified, with the’ un- 
derstanding that any general plan of co-opera- 
tion involving the denominations in any way 
not already approved by them in connection 
with the Federal Council or the inter-board 
bodies must be referred to the denominational 
courts or other authorities. 


5. The Council approves the statement of the 
Committee on Methods of Co-operation with 
regard to the readiness of the Council to adjust 
its organization, within 
its constitutional char- 
acter and responsibility 
to the churches, in any 
way that may be neces- 
sary to enable it to 
be of service to the 
churches or to any of . 
their agencies. 


tion.” The Council in- R. F. CAMPBELL 
= JAMES CANNON, JR. 
structs the Executive Cures F, Carter 


and Administrative 
Committees to plan the 
work of the Council in 


accordance with this Orrin R. Jupp 
* h . ° HENRY CHURCHILL KING 
view, ever aving i FREDERICK H. KNUBEL 


mind its duly defined 
field of constitutional 
action and taking such 
steps as will maintain 
the closest possible rela- 
tionships between it and 
the constituent denomi- 
nations. 


2. The Council au- 

thorizes the Executive 
Committee, as assured resources may warrant, 
to strengthen the Secretarial Staff of the Coun- 
cil by the appointment of such additional sec- 
retaries as it may deem necessary to enable the 
Council to carry forward a larger work with 
the confidence and support of the churches. 


3. The Council requests’ the constituent 
bodies to provide for the support of the Coun- 
cil and its work on the scale of $300,000 per 
annum for the next two years, and it asks these 
bodies to accept their equitable apportionment 
of this amount, as may be suggested by the Ad- 
ministrative Committee. 


Epwarp D, Eaton 
JoHN M. GLENN 
Isaac W. GoWEN 
Howarp B. Grosz 
Wit.taM I, Haven 


ALBERT G, LAWSON 
_JoHN A, Marquis 
SHAILER MATHEWS 
“WILiiaM F. McDowEL.i 
Cari E. MILLIKEN 
FRANK Mason NortTw 
GrorRGE W. RICHARDS 
J. Ross STEVENSON 
JAMES I, VANCE 
CHar.Les L. WHITE 
LuTHER B. WILSON 


6. The Council refers - 
to the Executive Com- 
mittee with power the ° 
article numbered eight, 
of the By-laws, with re- 
gard to the Commis- 
sions of the Council, and 
authorizes it to make 
any ad interim changes 
which it may deem wise 
in the commission and 
committee organization 
(including the Adminis- 
trative Committee) and 
to report to the. next. 

. meeting of the Council 
the appropriate wording of by-law eight. 


7. The Council expresses the conviction that 
out of the experiences and discussions of the 
present time there shall come the achievement . 
of a richer form of expression of that “spirit 
of fellowship, service, and co-operation” in 
which the Federal Council began and which it 
is its duty and its joy to promote. 


Dr. Sprrr Presents RErort 


In presenting the full report of the Com- 
mittee to the Federal Council, the Chairman, 
Dr. Robert E, Speer, said that it represented 
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much careful and prayerful study on the part 
of the twenty-five members. ‘The report,” he 
added, “is as suggestive for what it does not 
say as for what7it does say. It is adapted to 
the actual situation as your Committee saw it.” 
The body of the report takes up the present 
status of the movement of Christian co-opera- 
tion in America, first pointing out various out- 
standing aspects: 


The first fact is the unmistakable and res- 
olute intention of the churches which compose 
the Federal Council to maintain and enlarge 
a spirit of acquaintance and understanding and 
common purpose. This spirit has been growing 
for years. It has been strengthened by many 
processes, by common tasks and dangers, by 
the increasing sense of com- 
munity of Sehr con- 
victions, by ever- multiplying 
personal friendships, by com- 
mon traditions, by common 
ends, most of all by the unity 
of the one Divine Spirit and 
the one Divine Lord. We have 
been shown clearly that the 
spirit of fellowship and com- 
mon purpose is indestructible. 
It is an outstanding and indis- 
putable fact. 


The second fact is the 
vivifying of the consciousness 
of denominational personality. 
Many reasons lie back of this. 
Among the most notable, no 
doubt, are the educational 
effects of the effort of the 
churches to care for their own 
sons and to fulfill their own clear duties in 
the war time; the brotherly and mutually re- 
spectful efforts of the churches to apportion 
among them the great task of the whole Church 
so that each part may do its full share worthily ; 
the growing intimacy of acquaintance within 
each denomination keeping pace with growing 
interdenominational acquaintance ; the desire to 
get our Lord’s work done in the most efficient 
and simple and conscientious ways. The happy 
fact is that this increased consciousness and 
effectiveness of denominational action is not 
‘hostile to the general spirit of co-operation and 
unity. On the contrary, they welcome and sup- 
port each other. The whole is str onger for the 
strength of its parts. Each part is RAP ORBES 
for the strength of the whole. * * * 


REV: 


Delegate from the Chinese Churches to 
the Quadrennial Meeting 
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ACTION AT CLEVELAND MEETING 


Another aspect of this situation with which 
your committee was appointed to deal is 
the spirit and disposition of the Federal Coun- 
cil itself, as illustrated especially in the report 
which was presented at Cleveland on the Consti- 
tution and Organization of the Federal Council. 
That report was approved by the Cleveland 
meeting so far as its recommendations could be 
carried out “under the Constitution, By-laws, 
or previous action of the Council,” any further 
“recommendations and suggested constitutional 
changes covering the questions in hand” to be 
presented to this meeting of the Council now 
assembled in Boston. This Cleveland report 
conceived the Federal Council as “an instru- 
ment of service” and sought 
for it “such form and use” as 
would enable it to, do whatever 
God had appointed for it. No 
other conception is entertain- 
able. The Federal Council 
exists for the service of the 
Church and the work of the 
Church, and it is for the rep- 
resentatives of the churches 
composing it to determine here 
what they wish it to do and 
what responsibilities they wish 
to lay upon it. It can. be 
whatever they choose to make 
it. It is the only agency in 
America formally established 
and constituted by the evan- 
gelical churches. Its unalter- 
able preamble states securely 
the rock on which they stand: 


“In the providence of God, the 
time has come when it seems fitting 
more fully to manifest the essential 
oneness of the Christian churches of 
America in Jesus Christ as their divine 
Lord and Saviour, and to promote the 
spirit of fellowship, service, and co- 
operation among them.” 


Y. TSU 


Its fundamental plan sets forth a field of ac- 
tion inclusive of all that the present situation 
calls us to do together. It declares that the 
Council is established “for the prosecution of 
work that can be better done in union than in 
separation” and defines its object to be: 


I. To express the fellowship and 
catholic unity of. the Christian 
Church. 
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II. To bring the Christian bodies 
of America into united service for 
Christ and the world. 

III, To encourage devotional fel- 
lowship and mutual counsel concern- 
ing the spiritual life and religious ac- 
tivities of the churches. 

IV. To secure a larger combined 
influence for the churches of Christ 
in all matters affecting the moral and 
social condition of the people, so as to 
promote the application of the law of 
Christ in every relation of human life. 

V. To assist in the™ 
organization of local 
branches of the Fed- 
eral Council to pro- 
mote its aims in their 
communities. 


It would seem to be clear 
that in form at least the 
churches have in the Fed- 
eral Council an instrumen- 
tality adequate in its con- 
stitutional authority to 
serve them as they please 
in the field of co-operative 
service. For reasons al- 
ready suggested the Fed- 
eral Council may not have 
adequately occupied this 
field. Should it now move 
forward to do so? 


REORGANIZATION FOR 
Broaver SERVICE 


The second charge laid 
upon our committee was 
to make any recommenda- 
tion and to suggest any 
constitutional changes we might deem desirable. 

We desire to set forth our clear and posi- 
tive conviction that there is work to be done in 
the name and for the sake of the churches, 
which it is the legitimate business and the duty 
of the Federal Council to do. There is no 
other agency representing the churches to do it. 

We have in mind the forms of service pre- 
sented in the report at Cleveland. 


“To provide points of contact be- 
tween the denominations through their 
recognized representatives, in order to 
facilitate understanding and sympa- 
thy between them; 

“To study the program of co-opera- 
tive tasks, suggesting measures and 


GENERAL ROBERT GEORGES NIVELLE 


Whose presence at the Quadrennial Meeting at- 
tracted nation-wide attention 


methods by which such tasks can be 
done effectively ; and undertake what- 
ever work properly falls within its 
sphere; 

“To speak with care and a due 
sense of responsibility for the 
churches on those matters on which 
there is a general agreement ; 

“To serve as a clearing house of in-_ 
formation about those things that are 
being done by its constituent bodies 
and other organizations affiliated or 
co-operating with it; 

“To be an organ of 
publicity through 
which that which is of 
interest to all may be 
effectively conveyed 
to each and to the 
public ; 


“To function in 
other forms of co- 
operative work for 
which there may be no 
adequate provision.” 


These are real and sober 
tasks. 


We have in mind also 
the tasks which are in- 
cluded in the framework of 
the existing commissions 
of the Council. But this 
framework needs to be 
filled out at many points. 
There are some nine or ten 
of these commissions now, 
with several additional 
committees. Without dis- 
paragement of the others, 
especially those dealing with social questions, we 
desire to lay all the emphasis we can command 
on two of them—the Commission on Evangelism 
and the Commission, on Christian Education. 
These are two problems on which our churches. 
for their very life’s sake must work unitedly. We 
must set flowing a new and deep tide both of 
individual and of social evangelism. And we 
must deal steadily and constructively with the 
threefold educational problem: first, of recov- 
ering their place in higher education for the 
spiritual ideas essential to the very existence 
of the Christian view; second, of supplement- 
ing our secular public education by religious 
teaching; and, thirdly, of maintaining and ele- 
vating religious education in the Christian home 
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and church. And it is here in the field of edu- 
cation where co-operation is most obviously 
necessary that it has thus far been found most 
difficult to bring together the forces which must 
be made one. 


New Firxips ror Co-orDINATION 


And there are also other concrete needs not 
now provided for in the Council’s agencies which 
in our judgment call for some provision, either 
directly by the Federal Council or indirectly 
through it by related co-operative agencies. 
These include (1) the friendly ‘and mu- 
tually assisting integration of the de- 
nominational, promotional or forward move- 
' ments, (2) the provision of some board or 
committee of forethought and outlook which 
will study and plan for us all, with no adminis- 
trative authority, but to suggest approaching 
needs and the requisite preparations to meet 
them. (3) Some adequate arrangement for sup- 
plying information and interpretation regard- 
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ing the work and activity of the churches. | (4) 
An adequate, continuous, and wisely directed 
endeavor of all our forces in behalf of a more 
general acceptance of true principles of stew- 
ardship both of money and of life. (5) Some 
facilities for the general relationship of all the 
Christian organizations and activities of women 
which would provide them with a common meet- 
ing ground and clearing house and make the 
facts of their work and relationships accessible 
to the churches. (6) Some central study of 
the problem of lay activities in the churches and 
some helpful interrelation of the denominational 
efforts to deal with this problem. (7) The pro- 
motion of “works of serving love,” of those deeds 
of mercy and benevolence in which Christians 
unite and which powerfully express their com- 
mon faith. Many other suggestions have been 
made to us, but enough have been said to show 
the wide field of need and opportunity before 
the co-operative agency which the churches have 
created and may now use. 


Resolutions Passed by the Boston Meeting 


I 


A Constructive Immicratrion Law 


The Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America places on record its convic- 
tion that a constructive immigration law should 
be passed on the following principles: 


(a) The regulation of immigration from 


every country should be handled on the 
same general principles. This alone will 
avoid humiliating race discrimination. 


The amount of inimigration which 
America can wisely admit from any 
given people should not exceed the num- 
ber of the people that we can assim- 
ilate, Americanize, and steadily employ. 
This amount should be continuously ad- 
justed, in view of carefully ascertained 
facts, to the changing economic condi- 
tions of the country. 


(b) 


The standards for naturalization should 
be raised, and the privilege of citizenship 
should then be open to every one law- 
fully in America who duly qualifies. 


Immigration laws and treaties with other 
nations should be made to conform. 


(d) 


II 


Tuer Leacur or Nations 


(a) We recognize with satisfaction the use- 
ful work already accomplished by the 
League of Nations, and rejoice in the 
plans proposed for an international 
court of justice. 


Resolved that this Quadrennial Meeting 
of the Federal Council of the Churches 
of Christ in America authorizes the Ad- 
ministrative Committee to present to the 
President-elect and the Senate of the 
United States, a statement setting forth 
the profound interest of the churches in 
the moral and religious principles under- 
lying the League of Nations, and ex- 
pressing earnest hope that some accept- 
able way may be found for our partici- 
pation in such a League. 


(b) 


III 


ANTI-JEWISH PROPAGANDA 


Be it Resotvep: That the Federal Council 
of the Churches of Christ in America, impressed 
by the need at this period of our national ex- 
istence for unity and brotherhood, deplores all 
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such cruel and unwarranted attacks upon our 
Jewish brethren, and in a spirit of good-will, ex- 
tends to them an expression of confidence in 
their patriotism and their good citizenship, and 
earnestly admonishes the people to express dis- 
approval of all actions which are conducive to 
intolerance or tend to the destruction of our 
national unity through arousing racial divisions 
in our body politic. 


IV 
NaTIoNAL Prourpition ENFORCEMENT 


Prohibition of the liquor traffic should be 
judged not by results where the law is flagrantly 
violated, but by its results in communities where 
the law has been efficiently enforced. In order 
that the will of the people in the adoption of 
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the 18th Amendment may be carried into effect 
we urge that an appropriation be made by Con- 
gress of whatever amount may be necessary for 
effective enforcement of national prohibition. 

Under ten special heading’, specific sugges- 
tions are made for the strengthening and the 
better enforcement of national prohibition. 

(These will the February 
BULLETIN. ) 


appear in 


HosPiraLiry 


The very gracious hospitality of the Boston 
Federation was gratefully acknowledged in ‘the 
resolutions as adopted. Every provision was 
made for the entertainment of the meeting.. 
Secretaries Root and Scudder and Chairman 
Cate and their associates were tireless in their 
efforts that no detail be lacking. 


Retiring President Emphasizes Basic Principles 


of Federal Council 
Excerpts from the Address of Rev. Frank Mason North 


ROM the very beginning of its fifteen years 
1%) of history, in the Federal Council, certain 
values have been recognized. They have nev- 
er been lost. They are among 
the Church’s assets today. 
First: A high estimate has 
been passed upon personality. 
Coercion of opinion has not 
been known among them. In- 
dividuals, widely separated in 
temperament and_ training, 
have found one another at the 
deep levels of conviction in the 
essential oneness of their faith. 
Second: In the very act of 
coming together in the Fed- 
eral Council and in every pro- 
ceeding since, the moral ab- 
surdity of the three sins 
against which our Lord ut- 
tered his most relentless warn- 
ings, has become absolutely 
clear. They are sins of the 
mind and the will, of intolerance, of intellectual 
pride, the sin of covetousness. The first has ever 
meant either aggression or indifference ; the sec- 
ond Pharisaism; the third, inordinate grasp of 
power. It is proved in the circles of federation 
that tolerance of opinion gives truth its chance, 
that in the church as in the disciple, self-renunci- 


CHAPLAIN JOHN B. FRAZIER, U. S: N. 
Who pled for more Chaplains for the Navy 


ation is the law of service, and power is vested 
not in prerogative but in ministry. Through 
these years of the Federal Council’s fellowship 
a vibrant voice has been heard, 
“I am among you as one that 
serveth.” 

Third: ‘The values in the 
denominational life have re- 
ceived just appraisal. They 
have been neither denied nor 
ignored. The individuality of 
the churches as well as that of 
the men who represent them 
has been frankest recognition. 

It is not, in a word, doubted 
even by those who ardently 
seek the removal of all the divi- 
sive elements in the denomina- | 
tional life and consciousness, - 
that in this period of federa- 
tive activity acquaintance has 
profoundly increased mutual | 
respect and that if the future, 
however remote, holds for the divided Church 
any inclusive organization, the good of all must 
come not by the negation but by the affirmation 
of the values of each. 

Fourth: It was with the belief in the essential 
oneness of the churches that the Federal Coun- 

(Continued on page 28) 
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‘The Church and the National Government 


Bishop William F. McDowell Interprets 


OLLOWING the presentation of the re- 
FE port of the Washington Committee and 
the General Committee on Army and 
Navy Chaplains, by Secretary E. O. Watson, 
on Thursday morning, Bishop William F. Mc- 
Dowell, chairman of both committees, said: “I 
must hurry back to Washington, because Con- 
gress convenes to-morrow, and it would never 
do to leave them to complete moral exposure. 

“The war brought a new consciousness of 
the meaning of the sacramental character of 
Government itself and of the spiritual relation 
of the churches to the national government. 
Prayer should be offered in our churches for 
those in authority, and not be * 
merely a matter of form. The 
United States, for its own 
sake and for the sake of the 
world must have a spiritual- 
ized government. 

“The Washington Commit- 
tee recognizes that there rests 
upon it a peculiar responsibil- 
ity in upholding the morale 
not only of the Army and 
Navy, but of the legislative, 
judicial and executive forces 
at the National Capital. If 
these fail, then Heaven save 
the world. 


he / 
‘Not to SEEex SECTARIAN 
RECOGNITION 


“We are not at Washington 

simply to see to it that Protestantism gets its 
just proportion of official recognition. Neither 
Roman Catholicism nor Protestantism, as such, 
has a claim on official positions, as such. It is 
our function to determine the ground on which 
our work shall be done. In determining these, it 
is our duty to interpret the free spirit of a pure 
_ Protestantism that shall find expression in right 
legislation, right appointments, that the na- 
tion’s life shall express itself in the nation’s 
government. 


“We are now at a turning point in the na- 
tion’s life and place in the world. I appeal to 
you to make sure that throughout the nation 
the Protestantism that seeks expression shall 
be a pure Protestantism of the highest sort, de- 
voted to ideals that the Pilgrims brought, that: 
_ under God we must ever keep fresh and never 


BISHOP WILLIAM F. McDOWELL 


‘were presented. 


the Work of the Washington Committee 


allow to sag. We are powerless at Washington 
unless Protestantism throughout the nation ex- 
presses itself aright. The men you send to 
Washington must assert the ideals of Jesus. 
“There has been plenty of cheap wit at the ex- 
pense of the outgoing and incoming adminis- 
trations. Anything that performs a sacra- 
mental service like the cabinet of any adminis- 
tration, deserves to be spoken of with respect 
and not the flippancy shown by the newspaper 
that said Secretary Colby’s first official duty 
should be ‘to find out the exits of the State De- 
partment’ as he was likely to be ‘fired’ as was 
his predecessor. 
“The kind of men we choose 
to represent America at the 
courts of the world is immense- 
ly important. We are choos- 
ing new apostles, men sent to 
interpret the spirit of Ameri- 
ca. This is true of the other 
Secretaries soon to be ap- 
pointed. Commerce and Labor 
should be interpreted in terms 
of humanity rather than dol- 
lars and cents. Our task is 
the creating, preserving and 
exalting of the morale of the 
Government so that those in 
| high places will know that the 
Christian forces of the country 
will not stand for anything low 
or mean. We are your ser- 
vants for Christianity’s sake.” 


NAVY SHORT OF CHAPLAINS 


Col. Axton, Chaplain-in-Chief of the Army, 
and Chaplain-in-Chief Frazier, of the Navy, 
Chaplain Axton said that 
young men are now coming into the Army at 
the rate of about 1000 a day, taking the slack 
of the industrial army. To care for these, 
there are now 200 army chaplains, represent- 
ing nineteen denominations. Chaplain Frazier 
said that there are only eighty chaplains in the 
Navy, where there should be 147. Only seven 
have entered the chaplaincy since the signing of 
the armistice. There are ships carrying nine 
hundred men with no chaplains available for 
their oversight. ‘The flower of our country 
are sailing the high seas without spiritual help,” 
said Chaplain Frazier. 
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Report of the Executive Committee Summarized 


HE report of the Executive Committee 
was presented by the Chairman, Rev. 
James I. Vance, and the General Sec- 
retary, Rev. Charles S. Macfarland. In re- 
viewing the work of the past quadrennium it was 
shown that there has been little change in the 
relationships with the constituent bodies of the 
Council. The Christian Reformed Church in 
North America and the Churches of God in 
North America (General Eldership) have been 
admitted, while the Lutheran General Synod 
has been merged with other Lutheran bodies 
into the. United Lutheran 
Church and the Welsh 
Presbyterian Church has 
been merged with the Pres- 
byterian Church in the 
U.0S. As 
A careful review of the 
financial situation of the 
Council was _ presented, 
supplemented by a state- 
ment from the Treasurer, 
Mr. Alfred R. Kimball, 
whose faithful service for 
many years has been a 
‘ source of strength to the 
organization. 
Many important meet- 
ings have been held during 
the quadrennium. In May, 
1917, at Washington the 
Federal Council met in 
special session to consider 
plans for working in co- 
operation with the govern- 
ment in meeting the war 
emergency. ‘This led to the 
setting up of the General War-Time Commis- 
sion of the Churches which held important meet- 
ings at New York in February, 1918, and at 
Washington in September of the same year. 
The work of the General War-Time Commission 
was largely concluded with its final meeting in 
April, 1919. . 
The special meeting of the Federal Council 
at Cleveland in May, 1919, had to do largely 
with problems of religious and moral recon- 
struction, and was supplemented in a very 
practical way by the work of the Church and 
Community Convention of June, 1920, which 
also met in Cleveland. 
Several times the Executive Committee and 
the Administrative Committee, in consultation 


REV. ROY B. GUILD 


Secretary of the Commission on Local 
Church Councils 
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pK, 
with trusted church leaders, spoke on various 
moral issues of national importance, approving 
the formation of a League of Nations, urging 
the Peace Conference to. grant religious liberty 
to all nations that might become members of 
the League of Nations and memorializing the 
authorities at Washington relative to the con- 
tinued power of the Turk in Europe. The 
Christian attitude toward Mexico was presented 
to the authorities at Washington at a time when 
intervention in the affairs of that Republic 
seemed an imminent possibility. Messages of. 
congratulation, sympathy 
and good-will have been 
repeatedly exchanged with 
various national and inter- 
national bodies as occasion 
arose. 


Tue CoMMISSIONS OF THE 
CounciIL 


Three new Commissions 
have been authorized by 
the Executive Committee 
subject to final action of 
the Council—namely, the - 
Commission on Relations 
with France and Belgium, 
the Commission on Rela-- 
tions with Religious Bodies 
in Europe and the’ Edi- 
torial Council of the Re- 
ligious Press. 


The work of the Com- 
mission on Local Federa- 
tions of Churches has had 
a remarkable increase dur- 
ing the past four years. During this 
time the number of city federations employing 
executive secretaries has grown from twelve to 
more than forty. Two community conventions 
have been held by this Commission during the 
quadrennium, both of which did much to further 
the interests of the co-operative movement. 

The Commission on Evangelism is in a real 
sense the center, the powerhouse and the cir- 
cumference of our work. The Secretary, Dr. 
Goodell, has been especially successful in press- 
ing claims of evangelism upon the theological 
schools and colleges and in holding institutes 
on behalf of federated and simultaneous evan- 
gelism in cities and towns throughout the coun- 
try. 


—- 
* 
: 


the constituting of the 
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One of the earliest undertakings of the Coun- 
cil dealing with a matter upon which the 
churches were readiest to unite was that of the 
Commission on the Church and Social Service. 
The staff of this Commission rendered especial- 
ly effective help in connection with the war; 
the Secretary, Dr. Tippy, taking the burden 
of representing the Council at Washington 
until the general war work of the War-Time 
Commission was instituted and organized. A 
most significant piece of pioneer work was 
accomplished in the churching of the war pro- 
duction communities. 

Another significant activity was that of the 
Commission on the Church 
and Country Life. Its 
leadership in the study of 
rural problems has been 
notable. It has the dis- 
tinction of having com- 
pleted the first state-wide 
survey ever made of coun- 
try churches. The start- 
ling results thus revealed 
are embodied in the vol- 
ume, “Six Thousand Coun- 
try Churches.” 

The Commission on -|) 
Temperance, united for 
greater efficiency with va- 
rious other’ organizations, 
has from time to time re- 
adjusted its work to 
changing conditions. This 
Commission also did vali- 
ant war service through 


United Committee on War 
Temperance Activities in 
the Army and Navy. Its ; 

“Strengthen America Campaign” was one of the 
decisive factors in the securing of the Eight- 


- eenth Amendment. 


The Commission on Christian Education has 
rendered important service in keeping the 
various interdenominational bodies engaged in 
this field of work in conference and consulta- 
tion. 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONSHIP 


The Commission on International Justice and 
Goodwill has maintained its work in co-opera- 
tion with the World Alliance for International 
Friendship and the Church Peace Union. Even 
amid the discouraging conditions of the world 
war, the Commission has kept steadily in mind 
its purpose of educating the people of the 
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United States in the ideals of world brother- 
hood. The Commission co-operated with other 
organizations in constituting a joint com- 
mittee known as the National Committee of 
the Churches and the Moral Aims of the War. 

The Commission on Relations with the Orient 
has dealt with many delicate questions which 
have arisen in connection with the relations of 
America with Japan and China. 

The Commission on Relations with France 
and Belgium has sought to help save Protestant 
institutions and influence in those war stricken 
countries. 

The Commission on Relations with Religious 
Bodies in Europe seeks to 
co-ordinate the work of the 
various American denomi- 
nations laboring in Eu- 
rope, bringing their repre- 
sentatives together for 
mutual counsel and action. 
and has already given an 
impression of the solidari- 
ty of American Christiani- 
ty to the church leaders of 
Europe that has been both 
helpful and inspiring to 
them. The work of the 
friendly visitors from the 
American churches during 
the past summer will do 
much to cement the frater- 
nal relations which should 
bind the Christian people 
of America to Europe. 

The Genera: Committee 
on Army and Navy Chap- 
lains has sought to bring 
the chaplaincy in our 
Army and Navy to a posi- 
tion of Hoiiity and strength and not only 


‘recruit able preachers to fill these positions, but 


to make the working conditions such as to com- 
mand the service of our best men. 

Committees on Home Missions and on For- 
eign Missions serve as means of communication 
between the Federal Council and the corre- 
sponding bodies representing more directly the 
great established missionary agencies. The 
Committee on Negro Churches was during the 
war combined with the War-Time Commission’s 
Committee on the Welfare of Negro Troops 
and Communities, the work of this Committee 
forming an important chapter in the history 
of the war work of the churches. 

The Committee on Religious Work in the 
Canal Zone is engaged in raising funds for the 


—_ 
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churches at that strategic outpost of Amer- 
ican civilization. Other- general committees on 
which the Federal Council has been represented 
are the Committee on the War and the Re- 
ligious Outlook and the Committee on Inter- 
change of Preachers and Speakers between the 
Churches of America, Great Britain and 
France. The work of the General War-Time 
Commission has been so fully dealt with in the 
previous reports of that body that a mere 
reference is sufficient. _ 

Various important anniversaries have fallen 
within the quadrennium. Among these are the 
400th anniversary of the Protestant Reforma- 
tion and the Pilgrim Tercentenary. In connec- 
tion with the latter, the Federal Council estab- 


lished the American Mayflower Council, which . 


assumed leadership in the special religious cele- 
bration of this important anniversary and ex- 
changed delegates with similar bodies in Eng- 
land and Holland. 

There have been during the past quadren- 
nium constantly closer relationships develop- 


REV. R. C. GILLIE, London 


REV. ANDR& MONOD, Paris 


ing with various interdenominational bodies 
either appointed by or approved by the 
churches. Among such bodies are the Home 
Missions Council, the Committee on Reference 
and Counsel of the Foreign Missions Con- 
ference, the Y. M. C. A., the Y. W. C. A., ete. 

An important feature of the central office 
has been the work of the Department of Re- 
ligious Publicity. The financial limitations of 
the Council have prevented the logical develop- 
ment of this Department in the securing and 
distribution of general religious news. Articles 
have been sent out from time to time interpret- 
ing particularly the work of the Federal Coun- 
cil and monthly, a magazine, the Frprran 
Councit Buxietrin has been published. It is 
earnestly to be hoped that this) Department 
may serve to bring about a general religious 
publicity service which shall adequately rep- 
resent American Protestantism. An Editorial 
Council of the Religious Press has been organiz- 
ed and has had two annual meetings. 


REV, ALEXANDER RAMSAY, London 


The World-Wide Brotherhood of Chynigeane 
Exemplified at Boston 


HE international reach of the Federal 
Council was visualized in the Boston 
meeting in the presence of delegates rep- 
resenting church councils of at least a dozen 
foreign countries. The messages brought to 
the meeting by Rev. R. C. Gillie, President of 
the Free Church Council of Great Britain, and 
his associate, Rev. Alexander Ramsay, were a 
most inspiring feature of the gathering. Popu- 


lar interest centered in the presence of General 
Robert Georges Nivelle, representing not only 
the Reformed Churches of France, but bringing 
special greeting from the French Government. 
The General was accompanied by Rev. André 
Monod, Secretary of the French Protestant 
Federation, and bespoke. the gratitude of the 

present day descendants of the Huguenots — 
for the help and sympathy of the American 


Christian 


- tians. 
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churches as extended through the Federal Coun- 
cil, At the Friday night meeting, when Gen- 
eral Nivelle conferred decorations on several 
church leaders, the Belgian Government was 
represented by the Hon. Reddington Fiske, 
Belgian Consul at Boston. 

The churches of Holland were represented 
by Dr. A. J. Barnouw, of the Dutch Pilgrim 
Fathers Commission. 
the Canadian delegate. John Pelenyi rep- 
resented the churches of Hungary and 'T'ransyl- 
vania, Rev. Henry C. Sartorio brought greet- 
ings from the Waldensian churches of Italy. 
The Japanese Christian Federation was rep- 
resented by Professor Kurihara of the Kyoto 
Government College of Japan. 

For the first time in a Federal Council mect- 
ing, the churches of Mexico 
were represented. Professor 
Moisés Saenz, Principal of the 
Federal Preparatory School, 
Mexico City, told of the steady 
growth of the 
churches of his native land, 
and bespoke the sympathetic 
helpfulness of American Chris- 


Bishop John IL. Nuelsen 
brought greetings from the 
Swiss churches and told of 
conditions not only in Switzer- 
land but in other countries of |i 
middle Europe with which he 
is in constant contact. 


Rev. Y. Y. Tsu represented 


Rey. Robert Blair was . 


—— es 
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America, which is being planned to be held 
in Ford Hall, Boston, in December, and 
I am sure you will understand that it will 
not be. I hope that you will convey to 
the meeting in my name the most cordial 
greeting and an expression of the most 
confident hope that the work of the Coun- 
cil result in the best things for the 
churches, for the nation and for the world. 


Cordially and sincerely yours, 


(Signed) . Wooprow Witson 


To the deep regret of the members of the 
Council, the Honorary Secretary, Rev. E. B. 
Sanford, was unable to be present and a mes- 
sage conveying the affectionate remembrance of 
the organization was sent him in reply to his 

letter. 

Cablegrams were received 
from the British World Al- 
liance, from, the Mayflower 

- meeting in France, from the 

Protestant Union in Brussels 

and from the officers of the 

British Free Church Council, 


Drs. Meyer, Lidgett and 
- Nightingale. 
Other messages received 


from abroad were from the 
Federal Council of the Evan- 
gelical Free Churches of Eng- 
land and the National Free 
Church Council of England, 
from the Netherlands Pilgrim 
Fathers Commission at Ley- 


the Chinese churches. Other REV. HENRY C, SARTORIO den, from the Algemeene 
ive of the Waldensi 

guests from abroad whose mepeesentaive, onpere Walaeaees Synode der Nederlandsche 

presence the Council was glad Hervormde Kerk, from the 


to recognize were Colonel Paul Azan, military 
aide to General Nivelle, Canon E. A. Burroughs 
of Peterborough Cathedral, England, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Harold Spender of England. 


LETTER FROM PRESIDENT WILSON 


President Wilson indicated his deep interest 
in the work of the Federal Council by sending 
a message of regret at his inability to be present. 
Members of the Council stood while the Pres- 
ident’s letter was read by the Secretary. It 
was as follows: 

White House 
Washington 


My dear Doctor Macfarland: 

_ I wish most unaffectedly that there was 
some likelihood of my being able to attend 
the Quadrennial Meeting of the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in 


Churches of Hungary, from the Waldensian 
Churches of Italy, from the Federation of Chris- 
tian Churches in Japan, from the Committee on 
Co-operation in Mexico, from the Evangelical 
Church Council of Switzerland, from the Luther- 
an Churches of Denmark, from the Interna- 
tional Committee of the World Alliance, from 
the Union Church on the Canal Zone, from the 
Moderator of the Church of Scotland, from the 
“General Assembly of the United Free Church 
of Scotland, from the Comité belge d’Union 
protestante, on behalf of the Union of Protes- 
tant Evangelical Churches of. Belgium and 
the Belgian Missionary Church, from the Arch- 
bishop of Upsala, Sweden, and a personal mes- 
sage of greeting from Canon EK. A. Burroughs. 

Greetings were also received from a number 
of American religious bodies, and from the 
officials of various Church federations. 
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Evangelism and Social Service Presented 
Thursday Afternoon 


N Thursday afternoon the presentation 
of the work of the Commission on the 
Church and Social Service was opened 

by a brilliant address on the enlarging social 
program of Christianity, by President W. O. 
Thompson of Ohio State University. President 
Thompson said: 


“The organization of power must be shot. 


through with the spirit of Jesus, to save people 
from destruction. No savage, uneducated or 
incompetent people ever organize great and 
lasting power. * * * Regarding the economic 
and social dependence of the 
multitudes, many that are 
strong do not bear the infir- 
mities of the weak, but help 
to hold them ‘where they be- 
long.’ There is need to in- 
terpret the doctrine of broth- 
erhood, to make it a fact, not 
merely a sentiment. Per- 
sonal service is getting to be 
the great function of govern- 
ment and of society. Shall 
the Church of Jesus Christ 
abandon this idea of personal 
service? The Great Commis- 
sion involves the carrying out 
of this ideal. It is our own 
business. 

‘We should recognize the 
need of special preparation 
to carry out this program of 
special service. Otherwise 
we shall view the pathetic situation of a Chita! 
tian world on its knees, not knowing how to go 
about its task. 


“To be a saved man or woman and do nothing 
about it is to flaunt our indifference in the face 
of the Almighty. Christ came not merely to 
save individuals but families and cities. ‘Ye 
are the salt of the earth.’ What are you good 
for? The answer is the concern of our Com- 
mission.” 


Further contributions to the presentation of 
the work of the Social Service Commission was 
made by Rev. F. Ernest Johnson, Research Sec- 
retary, Rev. E. A. Holt of the Congregational 
Social Service Commission, by Rev. Alva W. 
Taylor of the Disciples’ Commission on Social 


REV. RIVINGTON D. LORD 


Recording Secretary of the Council since 
its organization 


Service and by Bishop Thomas Nicholson. The 


delegates were keenly interested in the presenta- 


tion of the investigation made in the recent 
street railway strike in the city of Denver, by 
Mr. James H. Causey, Chairman of the 
Denver Commission which represented Catholics, 
Hebrews and Protestants. 


Tur Commission oN EvaNGELISM 


The Chairman of the Commission on Evangel- 
ism, Mr. James M. Speers, delivered a most 
thoughtful address on “A 
More Adequate Presentation 
of the Gospel,” maintaining 
that a new sense of obligation 
was demanded on the part of 
all the best followers of 
Christ to become personal 
evangelists. In opening the 
discussion of the report of 
the Commission, the Execu- 
tive Secretary, Rev. Charles 


the day demands is a job too 
big for the world’s wits. We 
need for this task a wisdom 
beyond our own.” Dr. 
Goodell referred to the splen- 
did unity which the denomi- 
national leaders in evangel- 
ism are manifesting in their 
work and the receptiveness 
of the churches to the plans which are be- 
ing proposed. Others who contributed to 
the discussion were Rev. F. L. Fagley, Sec- 
retary of Evangelism for the Congregational 
Churches, Dr. C. E. Schaeffer of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Rev. Morton C. Pearson 
of the Detroit Conner of Churches and Bishop 
Charles B. Mitchell. 


The work of the Commission on Councils of 
Churches has made the best progress during 
the last few months that has been made in any 
year. Just now, interesting organization work 
is being done in Springfield, Ill., Lincoln, Neb., 
and Kansas City, Mo. 


L. Goodell, said that the “re- — 
construction of society which 
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The Mayflower Tercentenary Observed at the 
Quadrennial 


HE thought of the heritage of Christian 
idealism fromthe Pilgrim Fathers not 
only ran throughout the sessions of the 

week but received special recognition in two 
of the important public meetings of the Council, 
those of Thursday evening and the Monday 
evening banquet at the Boston City Club. 

The Thursday evening session was held in 
the venerable Cathedral Church of St. Paul and 
was addressed by President W. H. P. Faunce 
of Brown University and by the newly elected 
President of the Federal Council, Dr. Robert 
E. Speer. In his introduction, President 
Faunce said that it was a 
fact more eloquent than any- 
thing we can say that we 
should meet under this his- 
toric roof to celebrate the 
Pilgrim Tercentenary. It 
shows the healing influence of 
time and the leading of the 
grace of God. Dr. Faunce 
made it clear that the Pil- 
grims, in facing the sunrise 
of the New World did not 
disdain the land they left be- 
hind. “Farewell, dear Eng- 
land,” was their parting word 
and in America they named 
their cities and colonies ‘“New 
London,” “New York,” “New 
Hampshire.” “Thus,” he 
said, “it is not in a spirit of 
destruction that the King- 
dom of God is to come; it 
is not by tearing down that the millennium is 
to be ushered in. It is rather by purging out 
old abuses and developing all that is fairest and 
finest in the heritage that has come down to us 
from our fathers.” 

In his address on the Pilgrim heritage, Dr. 
Speer called attention to the fact that the little 
stream of Pilgrims that came to Massachusetts 
was not the only source of this pioneer strain 
of American idealism. The French Huguenots 
and the Protestants from the Netherlands, as 
well as the Covenanters from Scotland, brought 
the ideal of triumphant democracy that made 
the armies of Washington invincible even in the 
midst of the terrible suffering at Valley Forge. 
They taught that life is for every man a duty 
before God, not merely an ideal for pragmatic 


ALFRED R. KIMBALL 


Who enters his fourth quadrennium_ of 
service as Treasurer of the Council. 


expediency. “The Pilgrims sought great things, 
but they were also great men. They were men 
who dared to go out not knowing whither 
they went, who slavishly hugged no old shores, 
who dared the impossible without fear, taking 
for their watchword, though they did not know 
it, the motto of the Engineer Corps of the 
Army. ‘It can’t be done. Here it is.’ They 
went out not knowing whither they went, but not 
thoughtless about where they were going. 
“They did their thinking no doubt austerely 
and. severely, and their lives were plain. They 
made sacrifices, and what they got for the 
sacrifices were worth the 
sacrifices that they made. 
No doubt theirs was 
a disproportionate life. It 
was a life that chose the right 
disproportions; and praised 
be God if three hundred years 
from now the generations 
that look back on us shall see 
no worse disproportion in our 
characters and our lives than 
we see in the men on whom 


we look back across the 
three hundred intervening 
years.” 


Tuer Banevet on Monpnay 
EVENING 


On Monday evening at six 
o’clock the Federal Council 
delegates were the guests of 
the united social clubs of the 
various churches of Boston, in the banquet hall 
of the City Club. Bishop William Lawrence 
presided, and addresses were delivered by Rev. 
Henry van Dyke, and Rev. Alexander Ramsay 
of London. Dr. van Dyke spoke in his happiest 
vein, touching with whimsical humor upon some 
of the alleged foibles of the Pilgrim Fathers, as 
well as paying glowing tribute to their sterling 
qualities. 

Dr. Ramsay called attention to the growing 
intimacy of the associations which bind Ameri- 
ca and Great Britain. “It is my profoundest 
conviction,” he said, “that upon the good-will, 
friendship, mutual understanding and co-opera- 


tion of these two great English-speaking peo- 


ples rests in these critical days, under God, the 
future well-being of the world.” 
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The Commission on Local Church Councils 


On Friday afternoon, Rev. Joseph A. Vance 
.of Detroit, spoke on “The Church and Its Ser- 
vice to the Community.” Dr. Vance is President 
of the Detroit Council of Churches and empha- 
sized the growing necessity of a co-ordinated ap- 
proach on, the part of the churches to the solu- 
tion of the city’s many problems. 

In summarizing the Commission’s report, Sec- 
retary Roy B. Guild said that the co-operative 
principle in church work is now firmly estab- 
lished in most of our large cities and in six 
states. As the fundamental principle is local 
autonomy, the mobilization of the Christian 
forces in united services must in a large measure 
await local initiative. The next important step 
to be taken is to stimulate the church bodies to 


organize for state-wide co-ordination of effort 
for Christianization. 

Mr. Fred B. Smith, Chairman of the Commis- 
sion, emphasized the need of enlisting influential 
laymen in all parts of the country in this pro- 
gram. There are hundreds of cities in the 
United States with a population of more than 
5,000 persons. Most of these cities cannot em- 
ploy an Executive Secretary, yet the demands 


for co-operation are as great as in the large 


cities. Mr. Smith introduced Mr. E. L. Shuey, 
President of the Dayton, Ohio, Federation of 
Churches, Rev. L. W. McCreary, Executive 
Secretary of the Baltimore, Md., Federation. 
and other speakers who testified briefly to the 
value of city federation work. 


THREE CHURCH LEADERS HONORED BY FRENCH GOVERNMENT 


REV. HENRY A. ATKINSON 


PRESIDENT, HENRY C. KING 


REV. JAMES H. FRANKLIN 


Christian Internationalism Exemplified 


By Rev. Frepericx Lyncu 


On Friday night Trinity Church, the great 
structure where Phillips Brooks reigned as a 
king of preachers, was overflowing with a great 
multitude of eager people. There was a beauti- 
ful service of even-song, and then came two ad- 
dresses, one from Dr. Gillie, President of the 
Free Church Council of England and Wales, 
and British delegate to the Mayflower cele- 
bration; the other from Dr. Mott. Both 
of these men were at their best. Dr. Gillie 
pleaded for the international mind and the in- 


ternational conscience. We must learn both to 
think and to feel as belonging to the whole 
world, Jesus Christ belonged to the world. His 
disciples must belong to the world, too. They 
are citizens of the whole world because He is the 
King of the world. 
Dr. Mott dwelt upon the chaotic conditions 
of Europe, morally, physically and industrially. 
The call was coming to America to come,over 
and help. Surely the Church would not let the 
(Continued on page 23) 
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World’s Misery Bared 


Saturday Morning’s Session Summarized by Boston “Transcript” 


| eae never before was such a pano- 
ramic view of the misery of the world pre- 
sented to a Boston audience as that which 
was pictured to the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ this morning in Ford Hall. 
Speaker after speaker appeared on the plat- 
form and pleaded pathetically for material help 
for some part of the world that languishes 
today under the pangs of hunger and cold. 
Though these rehearsals of appalling conditions 
were mere incidents in a programme that should 
review generally the affairs of the world that 
concern the Christian church, they domi- 
nated the spirit of the session. 
As the cases were presented 
the Council, in turn, pledged 
its effort in measures of relief, 
and there loomed up before the 
large audience of church rep- 
resentatives at least three 
country-wide campaigns for 
relief funds that shall go to- 
ward staying the starvation in 
Europe, in the Near East. and 
in China. 

The harrowing details that 
call for huge funds to feed the 
3,500,000 children in Europe 
were reiterated today by 
Herbert Hoover in an address 
before the Council. The situ- 
ation in the Near East, in 
Asia, portrayed in its awful 
reality by Rev. James L. 
Barton, D. D., who spoke 
before the Council to disabuse its mind of 
any possible misunderstanding as to the re- 
lation between the Near East Relief and the 
European Children’s Fund. 


Famine ConpiTions IN CHINA © 


For the first time, perhaps, was it brought 
home to these church representatives that they 
-are facing an even worse situation in China. 
There was not much time to dwell upon that 
subject, as the appeals came fast and other 
problems had to take their turn on the pro- 
gramme, but, in the brief moments that were 
given to him, Rev. F. W. Bible pictured a situ- 
ation in China that called for instant response 
from the Council. He told about a population 
of 80,000,000 that is virtually pining away in 


REV. CHARLES F. RICE 
President of the Massachusetts’ Federa- 
tion of Churches, which jeined with the 
Boston Federation in entertaining the 

Council 


China for lack of food, a population which is 
grinding leaves and bark into a flour in order 
that it may have something to eat, which is tear- 
ing down its house doors that it may have the 
fuel with which to bake its fibre bread. 

How awful that condition is in China has not 
dawned upon the American people yet, but the 
speaker said that the Council of Churches must 
be apprised of it, and it must respond. Im- 
mediately there was offered in the Council a res- 
olution which aims at whole-hearted support of 
an appeal that shall go out all over the land in 


behalf of China. 


APPEAL FOR STARVING 
CHILDREN 


An appeal calculated to 
help the Hoover campaign was 
given the endorsement of the 
Council. It had already been 
sent out over the signature of 
forty-seven “friendly visitors” 
from the American churches 
who had visited Europe during 
the summer and had seen the 
dreadful need there. 


SPEAKERS ON INTERNATIONAL 
Torics 


A plain talk regarding 
America’s attitude in exclud- 
ing Japanese and Chinese im- 
migrants and the danger thus 
arising to Christianity the 
world over was given bv Rev. Doremus Scud- 
der, secretary of the Boston Federation of 
Churches, former pastor of Union Church in 
Tokio, later head officer of the Red Cross in 
Siberia. Dr. Scudder urged the need for a 
more liberal treatment of Japanese immigrants, 
and said that so long as race discrimination and 
lynchings continue the movement to Chris- 
tianize the Orient is badly handicapped. He 
declared that there is danger, judging from his 
experiences in the East, that idealistic Russia 
may unite the Orientals and control the world 
unless Western peoples go to the East with a 
united front on Christianity. 

The Commission on International Justice and 
Good-will gave a report in which it said, besides 
other things, that “the supreme hope for the 
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future is in the League of Nations, the one 
worth-while thing that has come out of the 
Are 


Rev. S. G. Inman, secretary of the Committee 


on Co-operation in Latin America, gave an in- - 


teresting address on the work for Christianity 
in South and Central America, Rev. Nehemiah 
Boynton, chairman of the Commissions on Rela- 
tions With Religious Bodies of Europe, dis- 


cussed “American Churches and the Churches. 
of Europe.” 


Decoration oF Dr. FRANKLIN 
General Robert Georges Nivelle made a brief 
address and decorated Rev. J. H. Franklin, a 
Baptist clergyman, for his service during the 
war.. The General said that France is pre- 
pared now to do her work in peace the same as 
she did on the field of battle during the war. 


Saving the Childhood of Europe 


By Herzert Hoover 


From an Address at the Boston Meeting 


HE problem of the children is not a prob- 
lem of race, it is not a problem of speech, 
it is not a problem of politics, it is not 

a problem of economics. It is just a problem 
of children. Nor is it a problem of friend or 
enemy. I believe that during the war—and 
since the Armistice, if we were to take a census 
of the children in Europe who have at one time 
or another depended upon American charity 
and American governmental support for their 
continued existence, we should enumerate an 
army in excess of fifteen million. 

One of the most profound undercurrents of 
the war has been the problem of food. During 
the last seventy years, great states have de- 
veloped from agricultural to industrial states, 
dependent upon the food without their borders 
for the subsistence of their people; the disloca- 
tion of war has imperilled their food supply; 
the enormous mobilization of people has dimin- 
ished their productive capacity; the necessary 
stimulus to production, such as fertilizers, have 
been brought to an end; and one of the first 
disasters of the war, and that the least expected, 
has been the failure of food supply. 


Tuer Frepine or BELcIuM 


The occupation of Belgium by the German 
army, the total collapse of economic life among 
the people due to the occupation, and the block- 
ading of all the enemy ports by the Allies, 
brought this population within three months of 
the declaration of war face to face with actual 
starvation. 

It was then that the moral strength of the 
United States first emerged in an insistent voice 
that that, sort of thing could not go on, and it 
was due to the insistence of the American peo- 


ple, not mainly by the government, but by the 
public opinion of the United States, that both 
combatants agreed to waive the rules of war 
and render aid to that helpless mass of people. 

The first result of famine is that the human 
animal takes the food from his cattle and there- 
by cuts off the supply of milk for his children. 
The second event of famine is to eat the cattle, 
and finally destroy the sustenance of children, 
for the race depends absolutely upon its cattle 
in bringing up its little ones. It became there- 
fore necessary to take some special measures if 
the child life of two and a half millions amongst 
this population was to be preserved. The Re- 
lief Commission therefore determined that there 
could be no solution from their funds. There- 
fore through the schools, through different 
bodies and through business men, the whole of 
Belgium was turned into a gigantic nursery for’ 
2,500,000 children; and the result was that 
after the Armistice, when we were able to go 
across the country with freedom for adequate 
study, we found that the health and the general 


condition of that mass of children was better 


than the average of Belgium in pre-war times. 
America’s THREE INTERVENTIONS 


This then was the first intervention of the 
American people in the prevention of starva- 
tion in Europe. At the time we entered the war 
we again had to intervene on a-scale that we 
had not dreamed was possible. Our Allies were 
about to collapse for the lack of food supplies. 
They were dependent entirely upon North 
America if they were to continue in the struggle. 
And through the organized self-denial of the 
American people, in which the churches con- 
tributed a great and important part, and 
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through the stimulation of production, we in- 
creased the average of American export to the 
Allies from four million tons to eighteen millions 
a year during the few years in which we were 
in the war; and by this extraordinary supply 
drawn from our own population we were not 
only able to carry their armies over in strength 
at the front, but we were able to hold up the 
morale and the physical condition of the women 
and children in the homes. 

At the time of the Armistice we were faced 
with a third intervention. We found that the 
war had collapsed, due in fact more to the 
failure of food supplies than to any other one 
element. Therefore we combined with the Al- 
lied governments and created an organization 
under American leadership that undertook the 
actual and complete economic domination of 
Europe for nine months, from the Armistice 
until the signature of peace and the arrival of 
the harvest. Again the American people fur- 
nished the sinews of that war against starva- 
tion, and by American credits and American 
charity amounting to two and a half billions of 
dollars Europe was carried over to the harvest. 


AGAIN THE CHILDREN 


Again in that work arose the problem of the 
children. No form of governmental organiza- 
tion could reach that intimacy of contact and 
that necessity of organization that would save 
the children. Therefore we who had had experi- 
ence in Belgium and in those various countries 
appealed to the principal business men and the 
principal women to organize themselves into 
associations for the care of the children. 
co-ordinated the efforts of all their existing 
charities and all public bodies, and we assured 


them the support through which they could hold ° 


the doors open to every undernourished waif 
and hungry and orphaned child amongst that 
entire population of upwards of two hundred 
millions of people. 


As one state after another in Europe has 


shown some recuperation, we have, with a desire 
that we should place no more tax on the Ameri- 
can people than is absolutely necessary, with- 
drawn from those states. But we still have upon 
our shoulders in 17,000 institutions three and 
a half millions of children. 


How AMERICA SAVED Evrore 
We sometimes hear the complaint that Ameri- 


ca has not done its part in this war, that we 
came into the war too late, that we are not 


We 


carrying our burden of the economic and moral 
reconstruction of Europe. I am one of those. 
that have little patience with these expressions, 
whether they arise in our own country or in 
Europe. Had it not been for the moral exer- 
tion, the self-sacrifice of the American people, 
the denial of our own food, the provision of 
these billions of money in food supplies, the im- 
position of our strength to brush aside the 
petty politics of Central and Eastern Europe 
during the period of the Armistice, civilization 
would have failed in Europe. The accounting 
of our sacrifice and our service lies not alone 
in our military exertion. If we had intervened 
alone with our military strength, the very foun- 
dations of order and of society would have dis- 
appeared, and like the aftermath of the Peace 
of Westphalia following the Thirty Years War, 
Europe would have sunk again into a morass 
of disease and famine and anarchy in which one- 
third of the population would have died. 


Tue Finat Errort 


Yet there is before us this one final effort 
with which we may make this work complete 
and that it may be well done. That is, that we 
carry this mass of children until these states 
are strong enough to replace our service. There 
is in this children’s problem a great moral issue. 
It is not the moral issue of continued charity. 
There is that.great moral issue of community, 
responsibility. There is an issue that unless we 
can eradicate the seeds of hate from the children 
of fourteen nations we cannot expect to grow in 
peace. And with the completion of this final 
effort we shall have given not only to Europe a 
lift in the line of spiritual consideration, but we 
shall have given a lift to the American people 
not only now, but for a thousand years of 
history. 

To me it is a glory to the United States that 
we can today feed 3,500,000 hungry children 
at our table. I would rather have the American 
flag implanted in the hearts of these 15,000,000 
of children that we have served than flying over © 
any citadel in Europe. 


AMERICA’s OBLIGATION 


We have many obligations at home. We are 
faced with a time of economic depression and 
unemployment. We have no right to call upon 
our people'to suffer, but we have a right to say 
after our people have provided for their own 
children and the children of their neighbors, 
they still have a duty to the children of Europe. 
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Nobody can tell me that in a country that 
spends from two to five billions a year on cos- 
metics and on tobacco and on ice cream soda, 
that there is not a sufficiency here to take care 
of those 3,500,000 children until next harvest. 


These children are the obligation of every 
man and woman who has a penny more than his 
home and his neighbors require. They are a 
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charge on the heart and conscience of the 
United States. And upon the well being of this 
host of helpless mites depends the Europe of 
the next generation. Twenty years from now 
they will form the basis of European civiliza- 
tion. If we are to preserve the foundations of 
society in the East, and if we are to keep open 
the love of humanity in the West, our duty is. 


clear. ; 


Associated Bodies Report Activities 


HE various bodies associated with the Fed- 
eral Council presented their statements 
at the Monday morning session. ‘These 

affiliated and co-operating bodies included the 
Home Missions Council, Foreign Missions Con- 
-ference, Council of Women for Home Missions, 
Federation of Women’s Boards of Foreign Mis- 
sions, Council of Church Boards of Education, 
Sunday School Council of Evangelical Denom- 
inations, American Bible Society, International 
Committee of the Y. M. C. A., the National 
Board of the Y. W. C. A., the Committee on 
Co-operation in Latin America and the Student 
Volunteer Movement. 

The Saturday evening public meeting, held in 
Ford Hall, was devoted to the interests of home 
and foreign missions. Rev. Charles L. Thomp- 
son, Chairman of the Home Missions Council, 
addressed the audience on the subject of “A 
Nation-wide Program for Christianizing Amer- 
ican Life,” while Rev. Alfred.-Williams Anthony, 
Executive Secretary, spoke on “Co-operation in 
Home Missions.” On the subject of foreign 
missions, Mr. Fennell P. Turner, Secretary of 
the Committee of Reference and Counsel of the 
Foreign Missions Conference of North America, 
spoke on “Co-operation in Foreign Missions,” 
and Rev. ‘W. W. Pinson, General Secretary of 
the Board of Foreign Missions of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church, South, gave an address 
on “The Present Summons’ to a Foreign Mis- 
sionary Advance.” 

The report of the Home Missions Council 
cited a number of outstanding instances in 
which noteworthy results had been achieved in 
the field of co-operative endeavor. These in- 
cluded the work of such committees as that on 
Indian Missions, on Migrant Groups, on 
Alaska, on Comity and Co-operation, on Span- 
ish-Speaking Peoples in the United States, on 
Recruiting the Home Mission Force, and many 
others. 


Mr. Fennell P. Turner, for the Foreign Mis- 
sions Conference, reported the conference held 
between the foreign missions boards of Canada 
and the United States for the study of national 
problems. He stated that the foreign mission- 
ary interests had been represented at the Peace 
Conference by a special committee appointed 
for this purpose, which co-operated with a sim- 
ilar committee from Great Britain. He also - 
stated that a special committee was now at work 
in East Africa studying problems there. 

For the Council of Women for Home Mis- 
sions, Miss Florence Quinlan, Executive Secre- _ 
tary, reported the ever-increasing co-operation 
between that organization and the Federal 
Council, and the many lines of endeavor fol- 
lowed by the Women’s Council, Mrs. H. R. 
Steel spoke for the Federation of Women’s 
Boards of Foreign Missions, and a brief his- 
tory showing the evolution of the Federation 
was presented. 

For the Council of Church Boards of Educa- 
tion, Dr. Robert L. Kelly, Executive Secretary, 
reported. The energies of the Council have 
been addressed very largely, during the past 
year, to conducting the American Education 
Survey of the Interchurch World Movement, 
with the result that there is now at the Coun- 
cil’s disposal a large amount of material bear- 
ing upon Christian education with special ref- 
erence to the development of leaders. The Sun- 
day School Council of Evangelical Denomina- 
tions, which came into being some ten years 
ago as a logical step in the development of the 
work of religious education, also reported 
through its secretary, Mr. George T. Webb. 

Rev. George A. Spencer presented the state- 
ment of the American Bible Society on behalf 
of Rev. William I. Haven, Secretary, who was 
unable to be present. He reported that, dur- 
ing the war, more than twenty million copies 
of the Scriptures, in between ninety and one 
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hundred languages, were distributed among the 
warring forces of all nations. ° 

On behalf of the International Committee of 
the Young Men’s Christian Association, Mr. E. 
T. Colton, Secretary, reported the action of 
that organization for further emphasis and 
practice along the line of co-operation with 
the evangelical churches, plans for which were 
advanced at the Student Summer Conferences. 
Miss Mabel Cratty, General Secretary of the 
Young Women’s Christian Association reported 
for that body, mentioning as particularly note- 
worthy, the action of the organization in pro- 


viding an alternate basis of membership in stu- 


dent organizations from the one 
previously prevailing, and the 
adoption of the Social Ideals of 
the Churches as drawn up and 
affirmed by the Federal Council. 

Mr. Robert P. Wilder, report- 
ing for the Student Volunteer 
Movement, mentioned that it was 
the desire of his organization to 
affiliate with the Federal Council 
as a consulting member. For the 
Committee on Co-operation in 
Latin America, Rev. Samuel G. 
Inman spoke, mentioning parti- 
cularly the value of the publica- 
tion “La Nueva Democracia” as 
interpreting the spirit of America 
to the educated classes of Latin 
America. For the Missionary Education Move- 
ment Rey. Miles B. Fisher reported. 

Bishop James Cannon, Jr., mentioned certain 
aspects of the prohibition question which he felt 
should be stressed. These are covered in the 
resolutions on temperance as reported by the 
Business Committee. Dr. Howard Russell, of 
Ohio, Founder of the Anti-Saloon League, also 
spoke briefly on the need for electing sincere and 
loyal men as enforcement officers, and for ex- 
panding the area of prohibition to other parts 
of the world. Rev. Rufus W. Miller empha- 
sized the necessity of enforcing the 18th Amend- 
ment in the Philippine Islands, and told of the 
formation of the National Prohibition League 
of Japan for the purpose of learning what we 
are doing in this country in the matter of la 
enforcement. ; 

These statements of relationship served 
merely to indicate the many lines of co-opera- 
tive endeavor carried on between these organiza- 
tions and the Federal Council, and the hearty 
willingness on both sides to extend the co-opera- 
tive work into wider fields. 


Secretary, 


REV. S. G. INMAN 
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Christian Internationalism Exemplified 
(Continued from page 18) 


cry go unheeded, neither would it miss the great 
opportunity. Then came General Nivelle and, 
as usual, he pleaded for America’s help in bring- 
ing the reign of justice and lasting peace into 
the world. 

The summit of the evening was reached when 
General Nivelle decorated four officers of the 
Council for the French government. Rey. 
Henry A. Atkinson, secretary of the Church 
Peace Union, and Rev. Frank Mason North, re- 
tiring president of the Federal Council, were 
given the order of “Officer of Pub- 
lic Instruction”; President Henry 
Churchill King, of Oberlin Col- 
_| lege, was made a chevalier of the 
-|. Legion of Honor, and Dr. Mac- 
farland, who had been made a 
chevalier two years ago, was ad- 
vanced to the grade of “Officer of 
the Legion of Honor.” When the 
General kissed Dr. Macfarland 
upon each cheek—‘‘the accolade” 
—in conferring the high honor 
from the French government the 
audience forgot it was in Trinity 
Church and burst into a storm of 
applause.—Christian Work. 


y, Committee on Co- 
operation in Latin America 


Retiring President Emphasizes Basic 
Principles of Federal Council 
(Continued from page 10) 


cil entered upon its mission. It is this “essen- 
tial oneness” which was in our convictions at the 
beginning which has become the working princi- 
ple of the Federal Council in this day of extra- 
ordinary opportunity. However wide has been 
the range of its activities it has been always 
mindful of the fact that its entire enterprise 
was based upon the “essential oneness” of the 
churches and that it has received no mandate 
from its constituents to promote organic union 
or a common creedal statement. We have been 
doubtless conscious that the fact and method 
of organizing Christian forces has thus far com- 
manded our thought. If the Churches federate, 
it is that the world may be better. If organic 
union should be accomplished, it is not an end 
in itself. 
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The Christianization of Industry 


HE public meeting on Sunday afternoon, 
December fifth, at Ford Hall, under the 


joint auspices of the Industrial Com- 


mittee of the State Federation of Massachu- 


setts and the Commission on the Church and 


Social Service, made a favorable impression on 
the delegates and was given large space in the 
Monday press of Boston. President Lemuel H. 
Murlin of Boston University, presided. 


IntropucTORY STATEMENT By Dr. Tippy 


In opening, Rev. Worth M. Tippy called 
attention to losses due to industrial disputes 
from June 30, 1919—June 30, 1920. During 
that period, he said, the U. S. Department of 
Labor estimated that 7,044,000 workingmen 
were involved in strikes. It is estimated that these 
strikes average a thirty-day period of idleness 
per man, thus involving 210 million idle days 
lost to the nation. These are losses to labor, 
and do not include losses to employers, and 
losses and inconvenience to the public, or the 
hidden losses growing out of resentment in the 
minds of the workers. 

But deeper and more serious than the eco- 
nomic waste of industrial warfare, is the weak- 
ening of national solidarity, the growth of class 
hatred and the destruction of the spirit of 
brotherhood. These spiritual, forces are vital 
to a democracy. From the point of view of 
religion the spirit of brotherhood is the central 
fact. Class antagonisms are destroying 
brotherhood possibly faster than the churches 
are able to build it up. 

There seems to be no satisfactory solution 
to these conflicts, said Dr. Tippy, unless the 
parties at issue come together in fair and amic- 
able conferences to devise methods by which the 
interests of each may be conserved, grievances 
adjusted, and if possible a genuine co-operation 
in production established. To bring about that 
co-operation is just now our most important 
national task. 


Bishop McConneuu’s Appress 


Bishop Francis J. McConnell of Pittsburg 
followed with an address on “The Spiritual 
Significance of Collective Bargaining.” 

I am perfectly willing, said Bishop McCon- 
nell, to think of collective bargaining under the 
terms including shop committees or any kind 
of conference between employers and employes 
in which the employes speak through rep- 
resentatives of their own choosing. | 


I believe it is perfectly fair to assume that 
anything that makes for larger manhood, is of 
the spirit of Jesus Christ, and has religious 
significance at least to that extent.—In that 
large sense of the word, it seems to me that the 
possibility of workers coming together in some 
kind of union for the carrying forward of their 
enterprise is a Christian movement in the large 
sense of the word. 

Industry itself, continued the speaker, needs 
a new spirit, and we all need the larger view, 
the unselfish attitude, the spirit of service. As 
to the workers, they should be encouraged in 
all sorts of movements towards closer co-opera- 
tion among themselves. Class consciousness is 
to be deplored, but we all have it. The trade — 
union movement began to be a strong organiza- ° 
tion when the workers saw that they could not 
climb to a higher social status and must lift 
themselves. Whatever these people get they 
will have to get for themselves.—When collective 
bargaining is collective, and not a concealed 
autocracy, when it represents a group consci- 
ousness, a real attempt to discuss things, then 
we get somewhere. It becomes abundantly © 
worth while and makes for a larger life for all 
concerned. ‘When the employing class comes to 
recognize this, we are at the beginning of the 
road that leads to the end of our troubles. 


AppDRESS BY PRoFESSOR FRANKFURTER 


The discussion was closed by Mr. Felix 
Frankfurter, Professor of Business Administra- 
tion in the Harvard Law School. 

It is characteristic of the Federal Council, 
said Professor Frankfurter, that they have a 
Jew to address this audience. I think that is 
a practical demonstration and a most significant 
answer to the present day un-Christian and un- 
American rubbish of anti-Semitism with which 
the country is filled. "eee 

I suppose that at the heart of religion is the 
sacredness of the individual human life of every 
man, woman and child as an end in himself— ~ 
its final and full development here and beyond. 
Dr. Tippy’s justification for the entry of the 
Church into the industrial field should not be 
required. I do not think the Church is thus 
going into a new field; the Church is claiming 
its own; for the Church, whatever it may be, has 
thrived and flourished when it was part and | 
parcel of every day life. 

With reference to the length of the working 
day the speaker contended that it can not be ~ 


~ 


‘ 
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settled by asking how many hours will yield the 


largest production. We want a civilization in 
which the hours of work are so low as to leave 
sufficient freshness of body and mind and spirit 
to enable men to discharge their 
duties and realize their opportuni- 
ties as men—as religious men and 
citizens. The Church should insist 
that decisions on these matters must 
be made after scientific determina- 
tion in which all parties are repre- 
sented. 

The speaker urged that it is 
wholly possible to do away with 
seasonable unemployment, and that 
this should be done at an early date 
in the coal industry. 

“Industry is a’ joint venture in- 
volving the public, capital invested, 
management and workers,” he said. 
“Not until all these four elements 
are represented in a balanced way 
in the solution of the questions affecting that in- 
dustry shall we really have that good will, with- 
out which even on the lowest terms production is 
possible. Once we recognize the validity and 


PROF. MOISES SAENZ 
Delegate from Mexico 


indispensability of trade unions, then we can 
charge them with responsibility. The minds 
of their leaders cannot turn to the more con- 
structive paths when they are fighting all the 
while for legitimacy and for life. I 
should like to leave with you the ut- 
terance of a very great judge, who 
said that freedom of contract be- 
gins when there is equality of bar- 
gaining power. This never obtains 
when an individual worker meets the 
corporation alone.” 


In closing, Professor Frankfurter 
said, “It is the function of the 
Church, permeating every nook and 
_ corner of this country, to create 
that atmosphere of good-will with- 
out which these problems cannot be 
solved, with which these problems 
must be solved. For I take it the 
good life is one; it must be the 
same on week-days as on Sundays. And what 
the Church is doing in these matters is to 
create conditions for the attainment of the 


good life.” 


Rural Life and Christian Education 


Two Important Sessions as Viewed by Rev. Frederick B. Noyes 


RESIDENT THOMPSON of Ohio State 
University, President Butterfield of Am- 
herst, Bishop Nicholson of Illinois, Pro- 

fessor Taylor of ‘Missouri, described with 
great insight the desperate situation of the 
rural churches. The war and the Interchurch 
survey helped us to discover this start- 
ling fact. It was shown that in the Middle 
West the districts where the soil is very poor 
and also where it is the best are most destitute 
of churches. The cause for this condition in 
the latter districts is due to the system of land 
tenancy. Religion and the home are very in- 
timately associated. On the richest land there 
are no homes, only corn cribs. The owners of 
the land live in the cities. The rural problem 
One owner 
said, “Us land-hogs are doing for rural Mis- 
‘souri what Germany did for Belgium.” There 


is no vital, continuing spiritual leadership in 


whole counties. 

The agrarian situation is as acute as the in- 
dustrial. The community church by making the 
country a federation unit has reached out into 
these vast areas. 


President King of Oberlin outlined a con- 
structive program of religious education. Char- 
acterizing the stupendous failure of Germany’s 
system of education as “training for intoxica- 
tion of power and deification of force,”. he 
showed the comparative falling of our own sys- 
tem on the ideal side. The deeper life of the 
people can only be touched by the scientific 
spirit, the historical mind, the aesthetic atti- 
tude and religious discernment. He drew with 
much effect the parallel between the pursuit of 
truth and the pursuit of duty, and closed with 
this motto for the teacher, “I will help the 
child to conquer himself whatever it may cost 
me.” , 

Dean Henry B. Washburn of the Episcopal 
Divinity School in Cambridge said we should 
consider some of the opposing historical inter- 
pretations of the sixteenth century as “magnifi- 
cent bits of emphasis.” We should also look 
back to the first century and see first of all the 
unity of faith and only secondarily the unity of 
church government, 
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The theologian can revolutionize the whole 
basis of our seminary teacher by his ability to 
express religious experience. Faculties and stu- 
dents should be estimated not by their theolog- 
ical views, but by the kind of life they lead. 
He plead for interdenominational lecture rooms 
in our seminaries. “This would not level us 
down where we all agree, but would give oppor- 
tunity for each to express his own warm, vital 
Christian experience as a humble contribution 

_to the co-operative ideal.” 
—The Congregationalist. 


NeEcRO LEADERS CONTRIBUTE TO PROGRAM 
AND DIscussiIons 


The great leaders of religious thought and 
action among the Negro Churches were strongly 
in evidence throughout the sessions of the 
fourth quadrennial. They took active part in 
the discussions and were frequently on the plat- 
form. 

The racial question arose several times in 
the sessions. Dr. Vance’s quotation of certain 
data presented in Lothrop Stoddard’s book, 
“The Rising Tide of Color,” caused one dele- 
gate to characterize the volume as “the wick- 
edest book of the ages.” 


JANUARY 


When inter-racial problems appeared on the 
program as the order of the day, on Monday, 
Rev. J. H. Jones of Wilberforce, Ohio, Bishop 
of the African Methodist Church, made a deep 
impression by asking the North to respond to 
the plaint of the South and help keep the col- 
ored people there. His closing appeal was re- 
strained but moving. “I do not wish to seem 
to lecture you. We colored people cannot do 
this. Your voices can reach white people of 
the South. You speak for us.” 


Dr. George E. Haynes, of the Department of — 
Labor, asked that the Negro be guaranteed 
fair treatment in the actual affairs of life, in 
the schools, courts, ballot, industrial oppor- 
tunity, and declared the acid test of our na- 
tional Christianity and our professed sympathy 
with other darker races, was in our treatment 
of the Negro at home. 


Bishop Thirkield, who presided as chairman 
of the Committee on Negro Churches, drew pro- 
longed applause when he said, *““The root of the 
difficulty in our greatest American racial prob- 
lem is our failure to recognize the Negro as a. 
man. We talk democracy. Let us act dem- 
ocracy.” 


The Open Shop Movement 


A Statement by the Commission on the Church and Social Service 


HE relations between employers and 

workers throughout the United States 

are seriously affected at this moment 
by a campaign which is being conducted for 
the “open shop” policy—the so-called ‘“‘Amer- 
ican Plan” of employment. These terms are 
now being frequently used to designate es- 
tablishments , that are definitely anti-union. 
Obviously, a shop of this kind is not an “open 
‘shop” but a “closed shop”—closed against 
members of labor unions. 

We feel impelled to call public attention to 
the fact that a very wide-spread impression 
exists that the present “open shop” campaign 
is inspired in many quarters by this antagonism 
to union labor. Many disinterested persons are 
convinced that an attempt is being made to 
destroy the organized labor movement. ‘Any 
such attempt must be viewed with apprehen- 
sion by fair-minded people. When, for example, 


an applicant for work is compelled to sign a 
contract pledging himself against affiliation 
with a union, or when a union man is refused 
employment or discharged, merely on the 
ground of union membership, the employer is 
using coercive methods and is violating the 
fundamental principle of an open shop. Such 
action is as unfair and inimical to economic 
freedom and to the interest of society as is cor- | 
responding coercion exercised by labor bodies 
in behalf of the closed shop. 

It seems incumbent upon Christian employers 
to scrutinize carefully any movement, however 
plausible, which is likely to result in denying 
to the workers such affiliation as will in their 
judgment best safeguard their interests and 
promote their welfare, and to precipitate 
disastrous industrial conflicts at a time when 
the country needs good-will and co-operation 
between employers and employes. 
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Further Correlation of Inter-Board Bodies Proposed 


GROUP of some seventy representatives 
of the Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America and of the various co- 
operative agencies carrying on the missionary 
and educational work of the larger Protestant 
bodies, held an all-day meeting at the head- 
quarters of the Young Women’s Christian As- 
sociation, New York, Monday, December 13, to 
consider the whole question of the co-operative 
work of the churches. The president of the 
Federal Council, Dr. Robert E. Speer, served 
as chairman. 
The conference was held in accordance with 
the action of the Federal Council at its recent 


quadrennial meeting in Boston to arrange for a 


“thoroughly representative conference to work 
out the best plan for bringing about the most 
mutually helpful relationships and arrange- 
ments” on the part of the bodies carrying 
on the co-operative work of the Protestant 
churches. These bodies are the Federal Coun- 
cil of the Churches of Christ in America, the 
Home Missions Council, the Foreign Missions 
Conference of North America, the Council of 
Women for Home Missions, the Federation of 


_ Women’s Boards of Foreign Missions, the Sun- 


day School Council of Evangelical Denomina- 
tions, the Council of Church Boards of Educa- 
tion. All of these agencies were represented 
in the conference by their most trusted leaders 
as was also the committee of which Bishop 
Thomas Nicholson of Chicago is Chairman, 
which had been appointed to deal with the af- 
fairs of the Interchurch World Movement. 
The Conference adopted unanimously the fol- 
lowing statement with regard to the co-opera- 


tion of the interdenominational agencies: 


“J. It is the sense of this conference that the 
churches possess in the existing agencies suffi- 
cient organizations for the needs of their co- 
operative work at the present time if these 
agencies are adequately developed and corre- 
lated ; 


“2. That it is desirable that these agencies 
should be encouraged and enabled to develop 
their activities so as to provide adequately for 
their expanding tasks and responsibilities and 
that they should be given for this purpose the 
fullest measure of freedom and confidence; 


“3. That they should, at the same time, main- 
tain and utilize the relations of consultation 


and affiliation through the Federal Council 
which have been established ; 


“4, That they should appoint also a commit- 
tee on consultation, made up for the present 
of three representatives from each of the bodies 
represented in the conference, which should meet 
periodically to consider matters of common in- 
terest, and, further, that this committee should 
meet as early as possible and study the problems 
of co-operation among these denominational 
agencies and report to a later conference before 
May Ist. ; 


“5. That with regard to the Interchurch 
World Movement, whose Committee on Reor- 
ganization has shared in this conference, it is 
the sense of the conference that the Interchurch 
World Movement might wisely adjust and con- 
clude its activities and that when it is free to do 


so, it might well transfer the foreign mission 


survey material to the Foreign Missions Con- 
ference of North America; the home mission 
survey material to the Home Missions Council; 
any survey material, lists of names, etc., prop- 
erly falling to the Council of Women for Home 
Missions and the Federation of Women’s 
Boards of Foreign Missions to those organiza- 
tions; the American educational survey mate- 
rial to the Council of Church Board of Edu- 
cation; the religious education survey mate- 
rial to the Sunday School Council of Evangeli- 
cal Denominations and the International Sun- 
day School Association jointly; and any other 
survey material to the Federal Council; that 
the maps, charts, photographs, etc., which are 
not an essential part of the survey material 
should be transferred to the Missionary Edu- 
cation Movement, if continued in appropriate 
relation to the Mission boards and to the other 
interdenominational organizations and the Fed- 
eral Council. 


“6, That the correlation of the forward 
movements and general promotive activities of 
the denominations might be provided for 
through some new and representative commit- 
tee of the Federal Council.” 

The action taken by the conference is to be 
transmitted to each of the agencies participat- 
ing in it, for consideration at their annual meet- 
ings in January. 
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